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ADDENDUM FROM HOWARD ARONOFF: 
 
The search for Grandma Mary's ship manifest was thus: 
 
After concluding, apparently in parallel with your thinking, that Israel and Mary 
may not have been married until after they got here (although I am now sure they 
were at least acquainted in Antwerp). I did a broad based search for Mary Trifon 
on Ancestry.com.  I got about 670 matches including one for a Maria Trifan who 
landed from the ship Finland, sailing out of Antwerp. 
 
The record I found was a Detention Record not a manifest.  All I got from it was 
that Maria was going to be picked up by her brother. 
 
Unanswerable questions:   
 
Did Israel and Mary meet in Antwerp? 
 
Since Mary got here 6 months before Israel, did she send him her brothers name 
and address? 
 
I switched to EllisIsland.org and searched under the Ship Finland for June 29, 
1908.  I was very disappointed not to find the name Maria Trifan.  The closest 
name was Marya Tryan which, given the craziness of the names we have been 
finding, was pretty close.  Turns out Marya had listed her brother, Jos. Tryan of 
199 Forsyth st New York as her contact in the United States. Mary's manifest 
had been FOUND! 
 
Two things occur to me. 
 
One - Both Marya and Israil must have had the address 199 Forsyth on a piece 
of paper to show the ship's yeoman and purser and; 
 
Two - without that reference being written on their records and the fact that both 
Israil and Marya were detained (that is how I found both of them), we would 
never have found their immigration ship manifest records. 


